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AS OF JULY 1, 2021 

The objective of these Protocols for Ministry to Minors and to Vulnerable Adults ("Protocols") is to 

establish that one adult is not to be alone with or communicating solely with a minor or a vulnerable 

adult unless it is necessary to do so for an appropriate purpose (e.g., pastoral counseling) and to indicate 

that the arrangements utilized during such a necessary get-together shall offer visibility. 

These Protocols are applicable to all persons (e.g., clergy, religious, school/program administrators, 

school counselors, teachers, catechists, youth ministers, support staff, coaches, school/program 

volunteers) who are employed by, contract with or volunteer in any of the parishes and institutions of 

the Diocese. A person whose service to the Diocese or its parishes/schools includes contact with 

minors or vulnerable adults shall implement and adhere to these Protocols.1 

These Protocols are written with reference to a "minor" or "minors"; nonetheless, the measures also 

apply to interactions with a vulnerable adult or vulnerable adults. However, if a vulnerable adult is not 

under the care of a parent or court-appointed guardian, then references to obtaining the consent of a 

parent or court-appointed guardian do not apply. 

General Protocols 

1) Wherever minors are and whatever they do must be with the knowledge and express consent of 
a parent or court-appointed guardian, also with adherence to any applicable civil laws.

2) Adults must avoid the risk of becoming a father/mother/parental figure to a minor.

3) If there is reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or neglect of a minor, regardless of whether 

they consider themselves mandated reporters, all individuals must immediately contact the 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services at (855.444.3911) or online at 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885, 7-339-73971 7119---00.html.

4) Reflection on the words of Christ regarding children is a healthy meditation before any 

involvement with a minor/minors. (Mt. 18:6; Mk 9:42; Lk 17:2; Mk 10:13-16).

1 See the "Standards of Conduct" section within the Poliry to Maintain a Safe Envirommnt far Minors and far Vulnerable Adults.
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